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Control of off-target spray drift is at presens scaitered thr‘ough dlﬁerent pieces
of legzslatzon ZJhere isa clearly identified need to. consollddje and szmpizﬁi

~ Environment has mvolVed/consqltanon with pubhc authorities, growers, the

" chemzcal mdustry, spray contractors and- szmzlar organzsatzcms in Australza*

Rebomméndgnons have been made -to improve the present &ystem Jor

managzn& agnchemtpal sprays. This. pamphlet provxdes a summmy of the i

. main, recommendatzons from the mvegngatzon =85 Lo
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Recomrnendatzon&have been u‘alzcised and their recrpzentynoted in bold type ¢ C\
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= Ineffectlve legrslauon 0 enher manage fo-target spray drift or readﬂy ;
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Over the last séven years complamts to the Commrssoner about a\gnchemwal -~
spray drift have: mcluded S < v

Ng clear requlrem%nt for @ person applymg agrrchemrcal sprays © sup\ply
mformatron to nerghbours or the commumty, -
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sprayrngacﬁvrty should contact:
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Uncertamty about whlch agency should hold datat bases of mformatlon/ on
health and envrronmental effects assocrated wrthAheJ,lse of agrrchemrcals, -
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compensate those affected by off-target spray dnft
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- Laci( of effectlves,anctlons to ensure comphance wrthemstmg regulattons
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govermng the app)reatlon of agrlchemrcal sprays; -
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,Inadequateeresourced enforcement agencres, such as MAF to enforce the
r\egulathns, ’ ‘
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Lacl; of\reco gnition by healtl(prowders of pdtentlal agrlchemleal exposare v

symptoms in people - // -
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The present system of agﬂchemlcal spray drrftcontrol is pnrﬁanly thrgugh
the Pesticides Act 1979, the Health Act 1956, the C1v11 Avratlon Act 1990 and
the Resourée Management Act 1991 \
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, ,,’“ Consolrdatlon and srmpIrffcatron of the legrslatron is requrred The proposed

- Hazardous. Substances and New Orgamsms (HSNO) e grslatlon should-be
the vehicle to give a clearér leglslatrve (rameworkto manage spray drift.,’
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TheMinister for the Envrronment needs to eﬁsure that the proposed Hazard-’
"~ ~ous Substances and New Orgamsms (HSN@)iegrslatlon includes contrpls on i~ 7
the safe use of hazardous substances?magrrculture by -
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. establzshmga compulsory system of reglstratlon and tralﬁmg wzth a five year
 review for both ground and aerial commemal agnchemzcal spray oparators v
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ensurmg that aerial operators obtaln (Trelr c?zemzcal rating through the“ propofﬁd — - .

Envzronmental Rlsk Management Authorzty 1ERMA ); <
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ﬂssitmmgresponszbzlzty to regzster agrtcherﬁlcals
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ensurmg \that provmon w—made forfha promulgandn of performance ana“ main-"

~tenance standards for equzpment,’
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allowzr{gfor the recogmtzon of industry, deﬁeloped Codes of practlce whtcﬁ mcludé
acceptable stdndards for agnchemwal spraying operatlons .
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\' - ensurmg dzsmet plans nllow wrthm rural-residential subdivisions for larger,

“block ; sizes to be ad]acent to any rural actzvztxwhzch may y include agnchemzcal <
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szted an appropnat dlstam:e fronya nei ghbourmg boundary
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e agnchemtcal sprays;
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mstllutmga cowf:iczl staﬁireportmg requzrément in terms of sectzon 23 (b ) of the
-1Health Act\1956\gn the patenaal for . numance from the oﬁ’ -target dnﬁ of

P

(A

=

~

/

—

~

N

/

developmg and regularly updatmg a/geographzcal regrster of the actzvztzes in their
district so that the potennalfﬁ’eéts of existing land uses (eg agrichemical applz-

catzons )-on new land uses and vice versa is' avazlible to'the pubhc .
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It has been suggested to the New "Zealand Agrichemical Education Trust
- (NZAETQ that when revrsmg thefNZAgnchemzcal Users Code oeracnce
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they should

allow foﬁegular updatmg,
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mclude a (equzrement Jora property protocol that zdenttﬁes su\sceptzbl&crops

PN

T

~a =
\\ —
\\

i

/

~

o

\

-

~

I

requzre users 10 regula/ly upgrade tifetr knowledge and skzlfs
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e ammals and nezg!zbours s\ensmvea‘o the use of agrtchemzcalfs" -
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lt has4)een suggesfed to the Avratron Ind\ustry Association khat mrev1s1ng
their_code 6£ ‘practice; mJassomatlon with the NZAET, more emphasis be
- placed on the7dentlﬁcatzon of'the ?arget areas and the appllcatzon of agnchemz-

cal sprays onto the target crops. | S

Comprehen%rve 1nformatlor; on the different a grlchermcals their character- k
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“istics and any envrronmenrai or healtheffects that. 1may arise from useshould
~ ‘be'made available by the industry to the pubhc o ‘health professmnals and
-7 10 responSIble authorities..
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“The Minister for the Envrronment shoudd prowde/ for integration of the \ -
J mformatzon
data base and the Na}ronal Poisons and: Hazardous Chemicals }nformatton

, agnchemzcals
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\ Cen(radata base-on, envzrenmentarﬁd heait]%eﬁ‘ects of chemlcals including
. S

The possrble health effects from exposure t0 spray drift ,remanr’largely
~anknown. Recommendatlons ﬁave been made to publrc health gdmmiStrar |
/tors to give | thrs issue further consrderatlon ‘
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The full repert is avallable on\requestrom
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'PO Box10- 241

The Oﬁ‘ice\oflhe B
Parhamemary Commrssroner for the Envrrpnment
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